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hill-spur (taunggnu) as a protection against slave raids from the
neighbouring state of Karenni. In this way a new centre of
Burmese power gradually came into existence, a stronghold
against Shan domination, a nucleus from which in the course
of time a new kingdom of Burma was to arise.
The separate states of Pinya and Sagaing lasted only until
1364. They were extinguished by a Shan chieftain, Thadomin-
bya, descended from the founder of Sagaing on his mother's side.
He then selected Ava at the confluence of the Myitng& and the
Irrawaddy as the site of his capital. There he built a royal city
on the traditional pattern followed by all Burmese capitals,
calling it by the classical Pali name Ratanapura, 'city of gems'.
He strove to conciliate Burmese national sentiment by claiming
descent from the legendary kings of Tagaung.
The southern region of his kingdom, largely unaffected by
Shan inroads, was in revolt, and his first task was to restore
authority. While campaigning at Sagu, however, he died of
small-pox at the early age of twenty-five (1368). It is significant
that his successor, Mingyi Swasawke (1368-1401), who came to
the throne through a palace intrigue, deemed it politic to claim
descent from the Pagan royal house. Shan rulers, raiders, aux-
iliaries and colonists did indeed play a decisive role in the
politics of Upper Burma, but the indications all go to show that
Ava was essentially a Burmese city and the capital of a Burmese
state. In time it won a prestige among the Burmese people
such as Toungoo could never enjoy, so that while the 'Kingdom
of Pegu' became a name for the Mon state in the south, the
'Kingdom of Ava' signified Burma proper, the land of the
Burmese.
Ava too adopted the traditional Burmese policy of attempt-
ing to subjugate the Mons. Mingyi Swasawke aimed at con-
trolling the Irrawaddy waterway down to the sea. Within a
few years he had made good his authority as far south as
Prome, which he conquered. Then in 1385 he challenged the
independence of the Mon kingdom ruled by Razadarit of Pegu,
and a long tussle ensued, which lasted far beyond his own
reign. Year after year Burmese and Shan forces tried to fight
their way down the Irrawaddy and the Sittang, for Toungoo also
joined in the struggle.